
Copy Editing and 
Proofreading Using AI

David Adebayo Oluwole, PhD.
University of Ibadan, Ibadan

08034105253
daoluwoledr@gmail.com

https://www.positivepsychology.org.ng/

1



• Broadly speaking, editing is considered the final step in the writing 
process before publication. However, the editing phase includes 
multiple types of editing, all of which are intended to refine the 
written work into an easy-to-understand and mistake-free version.

• Two types of editing that are commonly used interchangeably are 
copy editing and proofreading. Both types of editing clean up writing, 
but each has its distinct contribution to the process.
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• What is copy editing?
• Copy editing takes place after a substantive edit but before proofreading. The 

objective of copy editing is to polish the copy so that it’s clear while retaining the 
author’s voice and meaning. Copy is defined as “matter to be printed,” and a copy 
editor is responsible for this polishing step. They comb through a written work to 
identify and correct:

• Grammar
• Spelling
• Tone and style deviations
• Wordiness
• Clunky transitions
• Confusing syntax
• Problematic or misused words
• Uneven flow
• After a copy edit, the copy should be a cohesive, readable piece that adheres to 

the publication’s tone and style guidelines.
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• What is proofreading?
• Proofreading takes place after the copy editor has completed their 

work and before the work is published. This step gets its name from 
the traditional typesetting process. Before multiple book copies were 
printed, a test version of a manuscript or book, called a “galley proof,” 
would be created. Proofreaders would read through these proofs to 
spot and fix mistakes before moving them forward to printing.
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• A proofreader is a specialized editor who’s tasked with reviewing the 
mechanical elements of the copy. They are the final set of eyes to address 
issues involving:

• Grammar
• Spelling
• Punctuation
• Capitalization
• Formatting
• On-page layout
• In addition to correcting mechanical, fine line oversights that might have 

slipped through the editing process, proofreaders are responsible for fixing 
on-page elements. These might include inconsistent headers and 
subheads, page numbers and breaks, placement of visual assets like a table 
or chart, and other formatting issues.
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Introduction to AI Proofreading

• It is critical to ensure error-free writing in the fast-paced world of 
content creation. However, finding a trustworthy and free AI 
proofreading tool can be difficult. 

• Discover how these AI assistants can detect tone inconsistencies, 
grammar errors, and spelling errors with ease, saving you time and 
effort. 

• Say goodbye to manual proofreading and embrace the power of 
artificial intelligence to improve your writing. Explore the world of AI 
proofreading, which is free and open to all.
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•AI proofreading is a revolutionary technology 
that analyzes and corrects written content for 
grammar, spelling, punctuation, and style errors 
using advanced natural language processing 
(NLP) algorithms and machine learning 
techniques. 
•You can improve the quality and professionalism 
of your writing by eliminating common errors 
and improving overall clarity with AI 
proofreading tools.
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• 1. WPS AI
• WPS AI is an advanced artificial intelligence tool integrated within 

WPS Office, enhancing productivity and creativity in tasks like 
summarizing, content generation, paraphrasing, proofreading, and 
analysis. 

• It offers a comprehensive solution for individuals, students, 
professionals, and researchers seeking to optimize their writing 
process. 

• WPS AI generates accurate summaries, assists in content creation, 
ensures plagiarism-free writing, and provides valuable insights based 
on data analysis. WPS AI is also free AI proofreading software, users 
can input their document and WPS AI will display suggestions and 
corrections to improve writing.
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• Features

• Proofreading: WPS AI has comprehensive proofreading capabilities, automatically detecting and 
fixing grammatical, spelling, punctuation, and style issues, resulting in polished and professional-
looking papers.

• Summarize: WPS AI can provide clear and accurate summaries of large papers or articles, saving 
you time and allowing you to rapidly comprehend the important aspects.

• Content Generation: By giving relevant information and ideas, the tool can help in the creation of 
high-quality material for a variety of reasons, such as composing articles, reports, or essays.

• Paraphrase: WPS AI's clever paraphrase skills assist you in rewriting words or paragraphs while 
keeping the original meaning, making it beneficial for academic writing, content development, 
and preventing plagiarism.

• Insight and Inquiry: WPS AI can analyze data and deliver insights, allowing you to get important 
views and make educated decisions. It also enables interactive queries, which allow you to ask 
questions and receive thorough responses.
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• What else can WPS AI do?
• Here are some of the tasks and writing activities that you can accomplish with WPS AI:
• Brainstorming: Generate ideas and explore new concepts.
• Poem Writing: Create unique and expressive poems.
• Creative Writing: Craft engaging and imaginative pieces of writing.
• To-Do Lists: Organize your tasks and create efficient to-do lists.
• Pros and Cons: Generate lists to weigh options and make informed decisions.
• Emails: Compose professional and effective emails.
• Social Media Posts: Craft impactful and engaging posts for social media platforms.
• Essay Writing: Generate structured and comprehensive essays.
• Content Generation: Create original and compelling content for various purposes.
• How to Proofread Your Writing using WPS AI?
• Curious about how to optimize WPS AI for proofreading your documents? Here’s how:
• Step 1: Launch WPS AI on your system. Users can register for WPS AI by visiting their website
• Step 2: Open the document that needs to be proofread for spelling and grammar.
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•2. Grammarly
•Grammarly is a sophisticated online 
proofreading app that assists you in improving 
your writing abilities and improving the quality 
of your written material. Along with its AI 
proofreading feature, it has a plethora of 
features and tools to help you write 
grammatically perfect and error-free
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Features
• Grammar and spelling checker: Grammarly detects and 

corrects grammar, punctuation, and spelling issues in your 
writing.

• Style and tone suggestions: It offers advice on how to 
enhance the overall style, tone, and clarity of your work.

• Vocabulary enhancement: Grammarly provides alternative 
words and phrases to expand your vocabulary and add 
diversity to your writing.

• Plagiarism checker: It detects plagiarism by comparing your 
content to a large database of web sources.
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• What else can Grammarly do?
• Grammarly provides extra capabilities in addition to its basic purpose 

of proofreading:
• Writing style analysis: It offers insights and recommendations on 

your writing style, such as clarity, engagement, and delivery.
• Genre-specific writing advice: Grammarly provides customized 

suggestions based on the genre or writing style you select.
• Document type support: It gives assistance and recommendations for 

many sorts of papers, such as essays, reports, emails, social media 
postings, and more.
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• How to Proofread using Grammarly:
• Looking to proofread your documents with Grammarly? Don't worry, 

we've got you covered! Just follow these easy few steps:
• Step 1: Visit Grammarly
• Step 2: Click on New or upload a document
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• 3. ChatGPT
• OpenAI created ChatGPT, an advanced language model. It is intended 

to participate in conversational discussions and deliver useful replies 
on a variety of topics. 

• ChatGPT seeks to assist consumers with diverse enquiries and deliver 
relevant information through its natural language understanding 
skills. 

• ChatGPT provides its user with AI proofreading free of cost, users can 
simply sign-in to ChatGPT and improve their documents making it 
free of grammatical errors.
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• Features
• Conversational AI: ChatGPT excels in engaging in natural and dynamic 

discussions, providing thorough and contextually appropriate replies.
• Knowledge repository: ChatGPT can give answers, explanations, and 

insights on a wide range of topics since it has access to large volumes of 
knowledge.

• Language understanding: Language comprehension: ChatGPT successfully 
comprehends and understands user inquiries, allowing for more accurate 
and personalized replies.

• Creative writing: ChatGPT may produce creative material like tales, poetry, 
and conversations, allowing for a more immersive and participatory 
experience.

• Problem-solving and guidance: ChatGPT may provide solutions, 
recommendations, and help on a variety of issues, making it a versatile tool 
for users' requirements.
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•How to Proofread using ChatGPT
•"In need of proofreading your 
documents? Let ChatGPT assist you! 
Here’s how:
•Step 1: Visit ChatGPT
•Step 2: Insert a prompt to ask ChatGPT
to proofread your text.
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•4. QuillBot
•QuillBot is an advanced online AI 
proofreading app that offers a range of 
features to enhance your writing 
experience. 
•Whether you need help generating content, 
paraphrasing, or improving sentence 
structure, QuillBot has you covered.
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• Features
• Paraphrasing: QuillBot rephrases sentences and paragraphs, avoiding 

plagiarism, improving clarity, and finding alternative wording.
• Summarizing: QuillBot efficiently condenses text into concise 

summaries for quick information extraction.
• Word and Phrase Synonyms: QuillBot helps diversify vocabulary and 

enhance writing quality.
• Grammar and Style Suggestions: QuillBot detects and corrects 

grammar errors, enhancing sentence structure and clarity.
• Translation: QuillBot supports multiple languages translation, 

benefiting multilingual writers and content creators.
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• What else can QuillBot do?
• Apart from proofreading and improving writing quality, QuillBot can 

be used for:
• Content Generation: QuillBot aids in creating original, relevant 

content by providing prompts and starting lines.
• Creative Writing: QuillBot aids creative writing by offering inspiration 

and overcoming writer's block.
• Learning and Research: QuillBot enhances learning and research by 

simplifying complex topics for efficient comprehension.
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• 5. Writer
• Writer is a powerful AI proofreading tool designed to assist and 

enhance the writing process.
• It offers a range of features to support writers in creating, editing, 

and refining their written content. In addition to proofreading, Writer 
provides a comprehensive set of tools to improve grammar, style, and 
overall writing quality.
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• Features
• Grammar and Spelling Checks: Writer enhances grammar, spelling, 

and offers correction suggestions.
• Style and Clarity Enhancements: Writer enhances writing style, 

clarity, and eliminates repetitive phrases.
• Readability Analysis: Writer assesses content readability, optimizes 

for diverse audiences, enhances comprehension.
• Vocabulary Enhancement: Writer suggests synonyms and word 

choices for engaging vocabulary.
• Plagiarism Detection: Writer detects plagiarism, ensuring originality 

and integrity in content.
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• What else can Writer do?
• Writer is a powerful AI application that goes beyond proofreading. It 

examines grammar and spelling, improves style and clarity, analyzes 
readability, recommends vocabulary changes, and identifies 
plagiarism. It also has tools for idea generating, document 
organization, collaboration, research and reference, formatting, and 
exporting. Writer delivers a wide range of capabilities to assist and 
enhance your writing experience, whether you're a student, 
professional writer, or someone trying to better their writing.

• How to Proofread using Writer?
• Step 1: Search for Writer on your browser
• Step 2: Paste the text on the text box for proofreading
• Step 3: Writer will analyze the text to check for any errors
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